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Aims for the teaching of handwriting
 To teach a consistent style of legible handwriting throughout the school.
 For all staff to have an understanding of how children’s handwriting develops and follow
a clear and consistent scheme of progression.
 For all staff to have an understanding of how to support children who are struggling with
handwriting.
 To ensure that what is taught in handwriting transfers to the children’s own writing.
All adults need to familiarise themselves with the letter formations and joins used at Ridgeway.
Regular handwriting practise is essential to ensure that the children are revising the correct
forms and joins: little and often works best.
Development of fine and gross motor skills is key to supporting good handwriting.
Handwriting development will progress differently for each child; individual needs (including
Special Needs) should be assessed and planned for creatively, to ensure that children’s
enjoyment of writing is not hampered.
HANDWRITING PROGRESSION
Ridgeway’s handwriting scheme is based on ‘Read Write Inc’ scheme of letter formation.
EARLY YEARS / FOUNDATION STAGE:
In order for children to eventually acquire a legible, fluent and fast handwriting style, they need
to develop skills in the Early Years that include:





Gross and fine motor control
A recognition of patterns
A language to talk about shape and movement
The main handwriting movements involved in the 3 basic letter shapes: l, c and r

Handwriting in Phonic Sessions: (See ‘Letter Progression’)
Handwriting starts with the phonic progression from ‘Letters and Sounds’. As children are taught
specific letters, they are shown the correct letter formation. Children are given the opportunity
to practise these using a range of methods.
In the Foundation Stage, accurate pencil grip should be modelled and encouraged.
Children might start at Ridgeway with the ability to write their own names. This should be
sensitively monitored to ensure that this initial letter formation is accurate – as this will support
their further development.
KEY STAGE 1
2

Children in Year 1 & 2 should have handwriting folders.
As the child transfers to Year 1, all of the single letters will have been taught. Transition
information should include information about children who are not forming letters accurately.
Letter Formation:
FAMILIES of letters are now taught, in a specific order:








cadgqo
esf
ilt
uyjk
rnm
hbp
vwxz

(See separate sheet for order of joins)
Children are assessed, in order to personalise their ‘next steps’; teachers are able to group
children according to their needs:
-

What letters are not being formed accurately?
Which ‘families’ are more challenging for individuals?

Activities are tailored for individual needs.
Gross and fine motor skills development is a fundamental part of the process and should
continue throughout the key stage.
Letter formation should be monitored during day-to-day writing activities, to identify
where further support is required or where formation is accurate and a child can move on.
A question that needs to asked early: are there any children who would benefit from a
different route – a cursive scheme of handwriting - to support handwriting development? The
cursive writing scheme ‘Handwriting Without Tears’ has been successfully employed with some
children.
In Year 2, Home Spelling books should be used to reinforce the handwriting practice that
happens in school and to support accurate letter formation at home.
Progression: If children’s letter formation is wholly accurate, they should be encouraged to
move onto handwriting joins, which are taught in a specific order (see attached ‘Handwriting
Joins’ sheet)
Transition: At the end of each year, the Assessment Folder should include specific information
about the child’s handwriting, with samples to support planning next steps.
LOWER KEY STAGE 2
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Children in Year 3 & 4 should have handwriting folders
Year 2 assessment folders should include information about where the child is in their
handwriting development and what their next steps might be.
Based on this, planning for the teaching of handwriting should be carefully structured and based
on the KS1 progression, to ensure:




accuracy of letter formation
initial joins are secure
children progress towards fluency, legibility and accuracy.

Fine and gross motor skill development should still be a key part of handwriting development
UPPER KEY STAGE 2
As children develop a fluid and fluent handwriting, their letter formation should still be
monitored, especially the relative sizes of upper and lower case letters.
Specific and regular interventions should be planned for children who are still not forming letters
correctly, or where legibility is a concern.
They should be given as many creative opportunities to specifically practice handwriting; eg:
copying a range of genres, both directly from books or from a sheet where accurate handwriting
is modelled by an adult, dictation, publishing their own learning
As long as a child’s writing is legible, fluent and the letter sizes are accurate, it does not matter
if it does not confirm entirely to the scheme by the end of KS2.
Similarly, pencil grip may vary but, as long as it does not impede fluency or legibility, it does not
need to be corrected.
LEFT-HANDED WRITERS:
Provisions should be made for those who those who write left-handed.



Ensuring they can sit at the left-hand corner of the table so that there is plenty of elbow
room
Providing spellings, handwriting where the example to be copied is on the right hand of
the sheet rather than the left so that the child can see it easily as they write

CHILDREN WITH AN ESTABLISHED STYLE OF HANDWRITING:
If a child has an established style of handwriting learnt elsewhere (e.g. children coming from a
different school) that differs slightly from the agreed style used in the school, they should be
free to continue to write in this style if it allows them to write clearly and neatly.
SUGGESTED USE OF PENS AND PENCILS:
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KS1: Pencils should be used for handwriting practise. Pencil grips should be available to
encourage correct grip
KS2: Handwriting pens are used by all children. Children who might be struggling with
handwriting should be given an opportunity to use a range of writing implements e.g. pencil
grips and writing slopes.
SUGGESTED USE OF PAPER:
According to the need of the children, there are 2 different sizes of handwriting paper available
(with red and blue lines) as well as standard lined paper.
Based on your assessment of the child and their handwriting ability, these should be used
appropriately. eg: larger lined for initial letter formation and initial joins, smaller lined for
ensuring accuracy and normal lined for the most fluent handwriters.
SPELLINGS:
Spellings that are sent home should be handwritten accurately in joined writing, to model
accurate formation.
However, if a child cannot yet read joined writing, this should be modified for them.
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Statutory guidance from the 2015 National Curriculum:
Pupils should be taught to:
Early Learning Goal
Children use their phonic knowledge to write words in ways
which match their spoken sounds. They also write some
irregular common words. They write simple sentences which
can be read by themselves and others. Some words are spelt
correctly and others are phonetically plausible.
They:

Use some clearly identifiable letters to communicate
meaning, representing some sounds correctly and in
sequence
 Write own name and other things such as labels and
captions
 Attempt to write short sentences in meaningful context
 Use a pencil and hold it effectively to form recognizable
letters, most of which are formed correctly


Key Stage 1:

Lower Key Stage 2



form lower-case letters of the correct size relative to one
another



start using some of the diagonal and horizontal strokes
needed to



join letters and understand which letters, when adjacent
to one



another, are best left unjoined



write capital letters and digits of the correct size,
orientation and



relationship to one another and to lower case letters



use spacing between words that reflects the size of the
letters.



use the diagonal and horizontal strokes that are needed
to join letters and understand which letters, when
adjacent to one another, are best left unjoined



increase the legibility, consistency and quality of their
handwriting [for example, by ensuring that the
downstrokes of letters are parallel and equidistant; that
lines of writing are spaced sufficiently so that the
ascenders and descenders of letters do not touch].
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Upper Key Stage 2



write legibly, fluently and with increasing speed by:
-

choosing which shape of a letter to use when given
choices and deciding whether or not to join specific
letters

-

choosing the writing implement that is best suited for
a task.

See attachments and useful key documents:
 Rules for good handwriting
 Examples of break letters and examples of joins
 Order of teaching in KS1 : sample on lined paper
 Order of handwriting
 Samples of handwriting joins
 Lower-case letter formation
 Number formation
 Read Write Inc alphabet cards and prompt sheet
 Handwriting assessment template
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Rules for Good Handwriting
Capital letters are not joined on to the next letter.
Capital letters are the same height as the ascenders
All tall letters are the same height
All letters start at the top except ‘d’ and ‘e’
Capital Vs and Ws are pointed; lower case are rounded
These ‘break’ letters are never joined to a following
letter:
b
g
j
p
q
s
x
y
Lower case ‘f’ joins from the cross bar.
Joins are never made to or from the letter ‘z’
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Examples of break letters and joins
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Order of teaching in KS1 : sample on lined paper
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Samples of handwriting joins
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Lower-case letter formation
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Number formation
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Read, Write, Inc. alphabet card and prompt sheet
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Handwriting assessment template

HANDWRITING
ASSESSMENT
Are all letters accurately
formed?
Are letters sizes accurate?
Are there appropriate
spaces between letters/
words?
Are the joins accurate?
Is the writing properly
aligned?
Is the child’s posture
correct when they write?
Does the child hold the
pencil
correctly?
Is the writing generally
legible?
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